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Structural characteristics of effective vegetation for preventing soil erosion. WANG Han-Sheng, LIU Guo-Bin(In-
stitute of Soil and Water Conservation, Chinese Academy Sciences and Ministry of Water Resources, Yangling
712100) , WANG Qing-Ning{Shaanxi Forestry School, Yangling 712100),CJ/EA4,2001.9(2) ;54~586

Abstract On the analogy ©f structural elements of plant communities, it is shown that magnitude of community
coverage or cancpy closure isn't the adequate condition of an anti-erosive effective community because the commu-
nity function of seil and water conservation is related to height of coverage layer, high coverage layer is unfaver-
able to soll and water conservation. Developing degree(coverage or thickness) of coverage layer close to ground is
the ultimate essential characteristic and the adequate necessary condition of anti-ercsive effective communities. It is
also a key to soil and water conservation by vegetation that we premote the development of coverage layer close to
ground or pay close attention to changes of it. So it is considered that soil and water conservation function of grass
and shrub sheuld be thought highly besides constructing forests in the Loess Platesu.
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